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THE DEAD ZONE

"VORTEX"

TEASER

1 1OVER BLACK WE HEAR A MAN'S VOICE:

CARTER'S VOICE
And they went up on the breadth
of the earth, and compassed the
camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down
from God out of heaven... and
devoured them.

And with those last words... WHOOSH!!!

2 2A WALL OF FIRE BILLOWS OUT AT US IN SLOW MOTION

It's like watching the head of a match ignite in extreme
close-up.  Times a thousand.

Hungry tongues of flame devour the screen, their hurricane-
like howls interspersed with demonic cracklings and
hissings.  A vision of the Apocalypse?  For a moment, it
seems that way, but then...

...THE FLAMES BECOME PIXILATED and we begin to pull back,
revealing what they're feeding on:  several wooden
structures, farm buildings that have been converted into
some kind of residential compound. 

Smoke rises into the sky as our frame widens to include a
TIME CODE.  Suddenly, the image FREEZES, and we RACK FOCUS
to a MAN'S HAND holding a REMOTE, his thumb on "pause." 

The hand belongs to MAJOR RAY SEYBOLD, a uniformed, no-
nonsense State Police supervisor in his 40s.

SEYBOLD
At this point, the structures
were fully involved.  We --

STILLSON (O.S.)
(condescending)

"Fully involved?"

REVEAL we're:

3 3INT. AUGUSTA, MAINE - STATE CAPITOL HEARING ROOM - DAY

GREG STILLSON sits behind a raised table with THREE other

(CONTINUED)
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3 CONTINUED: 3

members of an INVESTIGATING PANEL.  A SEAL on the wall
identifies the "Maine State Commission of Investigation." 
Seybold testifies from a table near a wide-screen monitor,
as a COURT REPORTER and a smattering of OFFICIALS listen.

SEYBOLD
It means the entire compound was
completely on fire.

STILLSON
So rescue efforts...?

SEYBOLD
...were impossible.  I didn't
want to risk more lives.

Stillson eyes the time code.

STILLSON
All this within twenty minutes. 
Major, how do you account for the
rapid spread of the fire?

SEYBOLD
Incendiary devices.  If you'd
like to hear from the head of our
forensics team, he's right over --

STILLSON
No.  Right now, I want to hear
from the man responsible for this
disaster.

(beat)
This panel calls Johnny Smith.

ON THE DOORS as they open and Johnny is ushered inside. 
Off Johnny, as he takes in the scene...

FADE OUT.

END OF TEASER
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